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A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

New support fund will help students in financial need
As the state’s financial crisis continues, job
opportunities and financial aid for students
have become increasingly scarce, sending
more and more students to the Financial Aid
office for guidance.
“The office is receiving requests from students
in financial hardship on a daily basis,” said
Ed Kerestly, director of Financial Aid. “We
have a special circumstances process in which
students and their families can communicate
changes in their financial situation. This year,
the request for consideration of such special
circumstances has increased tremendously.”
In late August, university leaders asked faculty
and staff members to consider giving to the
new Student Support Fund, which will help
students in significant financial distress.
“The Grand Valley Student Support Fund is a
great way for faculty and staff to make a direct
difference in the life of a student,” Kerestly
said. “Our ability to respond to students and
their families by providing additional
financial aid is always very limited. With
the Student Support Fund, we have some
greatly needed additional grant funds that
will allow students to continue their goal of

receiving a Grand Valley degree.”
For the duration of this new
initiative, all gifts to the nonendowed fund will be matched,
and will count in the 2009-2010
Faculty and Staff Campaign. This
campaign also includes gifts to the
library or to any already established
scholarship or endowment fund.
“This fund allows faculty and
staff members to actively join
together to redress the financial
pressures created by the current
economic conditions that would
interfere with the academic
success of our students,” said
Kristine Mullendore, president
of University Academic Senate.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Ed Kerestly, director of Financial Aid, looks over papers with a
student in the Financial Aid office. In light of the slumping economy,
a new support fund was created for students with great financial
need.

The fund is scheduled to continue through
August; a decision to extend the Student
Support Fund will come after that.
“I know that many members of the Grand
Valley community have already joined me
in following the lead of the administrative
team and are contributing to this student

fund,” Mullendore said. “I want to thank
everyone who is able to do so for their
continued support of our students.”
For more information about the
Student Support Fund, visit www.
gvsu.edu/development.

Across Campus
New image campaign
launches today
People in West Michigan, the Detroit area
and in Chicago are taking a new look at
Grand Valley, thanks to the university’s new
image campaign, which kicks off today.
Centered around the word “Grand,” messages
such as “A Grand Value” and “A Grand
Adventure” will appear on billboards and
bus signs, as well as in television, print and
Web advertisements throughout the fall
and spring. All of the ads and signs will
direct viewers to a new Web site, www.

GrandValue.net. Rhonda Lubberts, assistant
vice president for Institutional Marketing, said
the campaign will help support admissions
representatives as they visit high schools
and speak to prospective students.
Feedback on the campaign is welcomed
and comments can be sent via the Web site.
Lubberts said any tweaks will be made to the
campaign before ads appear again in the spring.
She added that while the campaign timing
supports admissions, the messages elevate —
and benefit — the entire university community.
“We need to tell the Grand Valley story to
remind people — and tell new people — why
GVSU is different and how they can benefit
from being educated here,” Lubberts said.
Lubberts said the most highly rated source of
information for parents and students continues
to be word-of-mouth. “Faculty, staff, students,

and alumni are all the most effective Grand
Valley ambassadors,” she said. “That’s why we
make sure they are supported with researchbased messages and interesting ways to talk
about the university, because it is such a great
place and we don’t want people to miss that.”

Laker Lore lets you tell
Grand Valley story
The stories can be funny, touching, poignant
or historical. As part of Grand Valley’s
50th anniversary celebration, students,
faculty and staff, alumni and retirees
are invited to share their Grand Valley
memories and become part of Laker Lore.
Individuals or groups of friends can record a
story with sessions taking less than 10 minutes.

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Life to give presentations
in living centers.

Stories may be about fun
times shared with friends,
roommates or colleagues;
participation in a campus
activity; or memories
of an outstanding
student or professor.
“Spoken history is as
powerful as written
history,” said Teri Losey,
chair of the Laker Lore
committee. “These
Photo by Amanda Pitts
stories will not only help
Joe McCargar, affiliate professor of
tell the story of Grand
communications, helps a Laker Lore participant
record an audio memory.
Valley’s first 50 years,
but be a lasting record
for those who follow in our footsteps.”
Dates and times in October and November have been reserved to record
stories, beginning October 13. Sessions are being held on the Allendale,
Pew Grand Rapids and Holland campuses, as well the Lake Michigan
Center in Muskegon. Dates are forthcoming for Traverse City.
Participation is easy: listen to the sample stories on the Laker Lore Web
site; think of a 1 or 2 minute Grand Valley story to tell; and register for
a personal recording time. To schedule a time to record, visit www.
gvsu.edu/lakerlore, or stop by one of the scheduled open sessions listed
at the site. Selected stories will be aired on WGVU radio during the
anniversary year of 2010-11 and be available to listen to on the anniversary
Web site. All stories will become a part of the university’s archives.

Nursing students give
H1N1 presentations

Marilyn Vander Werf, assistant
professor of nursing, said nursing
students in a senior-level community
health course are leading the
presentations. “They start with
an evidence-based presentation
that addresses the unique needs
of student populations,” she said.
College students are at risk for H1N1
because they are in close contact
with each others in living centers,
classrooms and other campus events.
“It’s evident these presentations
have helped to dispel rumors
Photo by Bri Goodyear
and fears,” Vander Werf said.
A student asks a question during
“While it’s important for
a presentation on the H1N1 virus in
students to know preventative
Copeland Living Center.
behaviors, it’s also important for
them to know the steps toward
treatment and prevention of the spread of the H1N1 flu.”
Andy Beachnau, director of housing, said that apartment landlords
surrounding the Allendale Campus have been given brochures
similar to the presentations to distribute to off-campus students.
Vander Werf and Claudia Leiras-Laubach, assistant professor of
nursing, coordinated the brochures and presentations with staff
members from housing. Five other KCON faculty members helped
prepare students for the presentations: Deb Brown-Bayus, Kristi
Cooper, Catherine D’Amour, Stephanie Solis and Mary Bollman.
Information about the H1N1 flu will continue to be updated online
at www.gvsu.edu/emergency.

To help on-campus students avoid the seasonal and H1N1 flu viruses,
Kirkhof College of Nursing has teamed with Housing and Residence
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GVFaces
Sonja Johnson, executive
director, VAGTC
Celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, the
Van Andel Global Trade Center helps small
business owners understand worldwide
markets and thrive through international
trade.
Sonja Johnson, executive director of
the VAGTC, is passionate about helping
businesses prosper through international
trade. Her primary responsibilities include
setting strategic direction for the center,
keeping up-to-date on trade policies and
procedures, training businesses and VAGTC
staff, and providing the necessary guidance for
businesses to flourish in international trade.

To see video features and daily campus news,
visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow .

“I aim to help companies make the next
step to trading in markets outside of the
United States,” said Johnson. “We’re
seeing an increase in the need for
international trade because companies are
losing business in the United States.”

Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly for
the university community. Visit its Web site at
www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .

Originally from Minnesota, Johnson received
a degree in international business and
marketing from Minnesota State University
and moved to the West Coast where she
worked for several years. In 2003, she

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/
equal opportunity institution.
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began working
at Grand Valley
as the VAGTC’s
associate director.
Johnson said there
are many factors
that she enjoys about
her job, such as the
constant learning
and how each day is
never the same, but
Sonja Johnson
she said the best part
is seeing businesses
grow with the help of the VAGTC staff.
“Our office took a woman, who’s never
been out of the country, to China on
a trade mission and saw her company
successfully sell 17 machines,” said Johnson.
“Witnessing positive business results
attributed to international trade is one of
the most rewarding aspects of my job.”
During her free time, Johnson enjoys
golfing, hiking, going to the beach and
spending time with her family and friends.
Named after Jay Van Andel, the VAGTC
began in 1999 and specializes in international
business training and consulting.
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What’s Ahead
Harrison will give
public reading
Michigan-born author Jim Harrison, whose
complete works are housed in Grand Valley’s
Special Collections, will speak on campus
tonight.
He will give a public reading at 6 p.m. in the
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center. The
$25 ticket price includes general seating
admission to the reading, a book signing and
reception. Doors will open at 5 p.m. with
book sales; the program begins at 6 p.m.,
with book signing and a reception to follow.
All reserved tickets can be picked up at
the will call table beginning at 5 p.m.
A winner of a National Endowment for the
Arts grant, Harrison is the author of five
volumes of novellas, nine novels, eight
collections of poetry, and three works of
nonfiction.
For more information call x18655, or visit
www.gvsu.edu/jimharrison.

Women’s Center begins
political series
After a successful first year of discussions
centered around the 2008 election, the
Women’s Center will again host a series of
political discussions for faculty and staff
members to attend.
The first is set for Wednesday, October 7,
beginning at 1 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room
2259. Laura Schneider, assistant professor of
political science, will discuss “Family Friendly
Public Policy: How the U.S. is Falling Behind.”
Co-sponsors of the series are Political
Science, School of Public and Nonprofit
Administration and the Sustainable
Development Initiative. Call the Women’s
Center at x12748 for more information.

Mystic India featured
in FAC exhibit
An art exhibition illustrating stories of India’s
diverse culture is the next Fall Arts

Celebration
event.
“Mystic
India, Land
of Color and
Tradition:
More than 50 pieces of art from India
Folk Art,
are on display in the Art Gallery.
Sculpture
and
Miniature Paintings,” opens with a reception
on Wednesday, October 7, from 5-7 p.m.
in the GVSU Art Gallery, located in the
Performing Arts Center on the Allendale
Campus. The exhibit, which will remain
open through October 30, and reception
are free and open to the public.
The exhibit draws from Grand Valley’s
Permanent Art Collection of traditional
art by skilled Indian craftsmen. “They are
reminiscent of the tributary work completed
centuries earlier in the Taj Mahal,” said
Henry Matthews, director of galleries
and collections. “Sculptures in the exhibit
include a series of wood-carved court
musicians and many new pieces recently
purchased by friends of Grand Valley who
participated in the university’s tour of India.”
The exhibit will include more than 50 pieces
and focus overall on telling the folk stories
and traditions of India, through a variety of
the country’s art forms.

Counseling Center
participates in
depression screening
The Counseling and Career Development
Center will offer free, anonymous screenings
for depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety,
and post-traumatic stress disorder on
National Depression Screening Day.
The screenings will take place on Thursday,
October 8, at various sites on campus.
Participants will be asked to fill out a
questionnaire before talking with a counselor.
Online screenings will be available through
the center’s Web site. Screenings will be
at the following locations and times:
• Campus Recreation Center, 4-6 p.m.

• Counseling Center, Student Services
Building room 204, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Kirkhof Center lobby, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
• Kleiner Commons, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences,
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
• DeVos Center, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information, call the Counseling
Center at x13266 or visit www.gvsu.edu/
counsel.

Two events will focus
on economic history
“Black Tuesday,” October 24, 1929, marked
the beginning of the world’s worst depression
since the advent of the modern economy. As
the 80th anniversary of that event approaches,
Grand Valley will host two events exploring
causes and solutions, as well as possible
solutions to the current economic crisis.
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential
Studies and the Seidman College of
Business will co-host a debate between
Newsweek’s Jonathan Alter and Bloomberg’s
Amity Shlaes on Monday, October 12,
at 7 p.m., at Fountain Street Church, 24
Fountain St. NW, in Grand Rapids.
On Tuesday, October 13, at 7:30 a.m.,
the Peter F. Secchia Lecture will feature
a keynote address and debate over
today’s economic crisis, featuring Brian
Domitrovic, associate professor of history
at Sam Houston University and author of
Econoclasts. The event will take place in the
Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center.
Panelists at the lecture include Grand Valley
faculty members Dan Giedeman, Paul Isely,
Hari Singh; Lawrence Reed, president of
the Foundation for Economic Education;
Harry Veryser, graduate program director
of economics at University of Detroit
Mercy; and Gary Wolfram, professor of
political economy at Hillsdale College.
The events are free and open to the public,
seating is limited. To RSVP or get more
information, visit www.allpresidents.org or
contact the Hauenstein Center at x12770.

Across Campus
Benefits feature
will manage
prescription costs

Peace Pole

The university has partnered with pharmacy
benefit provider CVS/Caremark to provide
faculty and staff members with a new tool to
help track and manage prescription costs.
Faculty and staff members, along with their
covered dependents, who are enrolled in the
GVSU Base PPO, Enhanced PPO and Priority
Health HMO Plans will receive a personalized
iBenefits report mailed to their homes. The
report will help users learn more about
prescription benefits and pharmacy costs, and
provide tips to save money. The report can also
help plan for 2010 flexible spending accounts.  
Open enrollment for university
benefits will begin in late October.

Nominations sought
for Sustainability
Champion awards
The Sustainable Community Development
Initiative seeks nominees for the second
Sustainability Champions Awards.

Photo courtesy of Padnos International Center

The Padnos International Center dedicated a peace
pole outside Lake Ontario Hall on September 21,
the International Day of Peace. Pictured from left to
right are international students and faculty members
Gamal Gasim, Ashwin Vishnuvardhana, Andres OrtizEstevez, Peimin Ni, Joseph Amisi, Wendy Wenner,
Mykhaylo Rybachek, John Parker and Zulema Moret.
Parker is the recipient of the Peace and Justice
Scholarship.

Sustainability Champions are people
who, by practice and belief, support the
ideals of sustainable practice and use a
triple bottom-line approach to problems
and issues. The champions can be
looked to as leaders in sustainability.
Selected Champions will be recognized
at the Sustainability Champions Awards
Breakfast on Friday, October 23. Nomination
forms are available online at www.gvsu.
edu/sustainability; the deadline to submit
nominations is Friday, October 9.
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General events

Room, KC. Call x12177 for information.

Fri., Oct. 9

Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Wed., Oct. 7

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC.

Through October 30

11:30 a.m.: Schools of Hope Training Session.
1104 KC. Call x12215 for information.

Sat., Oct. 10

Gallery Hours: Fall Arts Celebration Exhibit:
Mystic India Folk Art and Miniature
Paintings. Art Gallery, PAC.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1104 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC.

Mon., Oct. 5

1 p.m.: Women’s Center Lecture. “Family
Friendly Public Policy: How the U.S. is
Falling Behind,” by Laura Schneider. 2259
KC. Call x12748 for more information.

Sun., Oct. 11

1 p.m.: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center Workshop. “Crafting Peer Sessions
and Providing Teacher Feedback.” 2259
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for more
information.
2 p.m.: Music Master Class. Giuseppe Pelli
and Stefano Ragni, duo pianists. Sherman
Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call
x13484 for more information.
6 p.m.: COIS hosts Jim Harrison. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x18655 for more
information.

5 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Art Exhibit
Opening Reception. Art Gallery, PAC. Call
x12180 for more information.

Sports

Thurs., Oct. 8

Fri., Oct. 9

7:30 a.m.: GVSU Downtown Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.

7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Ashland University.

7 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Yellow Dress
and Silent Witness Program. CDC. Call
x12748 for more information.

Noon: Women’s Center Workshop.
“Preventing Dating Violence,” by Lesley
Coghill. Holland Meijer Campus. Call
x12748 for more information.

Tues., Oct. 6

7 p.m.: Art and Design Lecture by Lynda
Barry. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
x13486 for more information.

4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event.
Conversation about “Cartoneros,” with
Ernesto Livon-Grossman. Grand River

2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC.

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance.
“Romeo and Juliet.” LAT, PAC. Call
x13066 for more information.

Sat., Oct. 10
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving hosts
Intrasquad Meet.
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Tiffin University.

Sun., Oct. 11
Noon: Soccer hosts Ashland University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles, affiliate political science faculty
member, was interviewed by WOOD-AM for
stories about the gubernatorial campaign
and reaction to President Obama’s speech
to the United Nations.
Lisa Sisson, assistant professor of hospitality
and tourism management, was interviewed
by the Grand Rapids Press and WWMT-TV
Channel 3 for stories about Grand Valley
research on the meals served at soup kitchens
in the Heartside District of Grand Rapids.

Sketches
Danielle Wiese Leek, assistant professor of
communications, was appointed as second
vice president of the Michigan Association
of Speech Communication. She will co-host
the MASC annual conference in October.
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, gave
presentations at the Society of Asian and
Comparative Philosophy Conference in

Asilomar, California, and the International
Symposium on Globalization and the Challenge
of the Humanities and Social Sciences, at
East China Normal University in Shanghai.
He also wrote articles published in Dao, A
Journal of Comparative Philosophy; China
and West Culture Exchange: Retrospection
and Prediction; and a book chapter in
Rorty, Pragmatism, and Confucianism.
Carol Griffin, director of the General
Education Program and associate professor of
biology, was elected to the Board of Directors
for the Society for Wilderness Stewardship.
Hermann Kurthen, associate professor of
sociology, wrote a chapter, “The Effects of
Transnational Student On-Line Collaboration
on Ethnocentrism and Individualism
vs. Collectivism,” published in Teaching
Psychology around the World.
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, wrote
a book of poetry, She Walks Into the Sea,
which appeared on the Poetry Foundation
list of the weekly best-selling poetry books.

Xiaojuan (Xandra) Xu, professor of
psychology, co-wrote an article, “The Role of
Telecephalic NO and cGMP in Avoidance
Conditioning in Goldfish,” published
in Behavioral Neuroscience.
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave the welcome
address at the Lake Michigan: State of the
Lake conference in Milwaukee. Vail is co-chair
of the U.S. EPA Lake Michigan Forum.
John Weber, associate professor of geology,
co-wrote a chapter, “A Wealth of Natural
Treasures,” in Finding Slovenia: A Guide
to Old Europe’s New Country, published
by Mladinska Kniga Publishing House.
Jeanine Beasley, assistant professor of
occupational therapy, gave presentations,
“Functional Splinting,” at the American
Occupational Therapy Association annual
meeting in Houston, Texas; and “Postoperative
Management of Wrist, Thumb,” at an American
Society of Hand Therapists workshop at
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

